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Margaret Oliphant produced well over a hundred
works during a career that spanned half a century.
This is the most ambitious scholarly critical
edition of Oliphant’s work ever undertaken. The
sheer scale of her output has meant that selection
is essential, but the edition aims to convey the
range and variety of her work in both fiction and
non-fictional genres. It brings together for the
first time her critical writing and other journalism
for Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine, The
Spectator, the St James’s Gazette, as well as her
articles in Atalanta, the Contemporary Review,
the Edinburgh Review, Fraser’s Magazine, Good
Words and Macmillan’s Magazine.

Much of Oliphant’s fiction, including full length
novels, short stories and novellas, was first
published in periodicals: in Blackwood's, the
Cornhill, Longman’s Magazine, Macmillan’s, and
Good Words. Few of her manuscripts survive, but
substantive textual work remains to be done on
the editorial changes made between periodical
serialization and first appearance in volume form.

The edition places particular emphasis on her
shorter fiction, much of which is republished here
for the first time, and on her work as a biographer,
historian and literary historian.

Margaret Oliphant Wilson Oliphant
by (Anthony) Frederick Augustus Sandys
(© National Portrait Gallery, London

« The most wide-ranging critical edition of
Oliphant’s works ever undertaken

+ This is the first time that most of Oliphant’s non
fiction writings have been made available since
their original publication.

» Full editorial apparatus including textual
variants between serialization and publication



Margaret Oliphant

Margaret Oliphant Wilson Oliphant (1828—97) had a
wide-ranging and prolific literary career that spanned
almost fifty years. She wrote some ninety-eight novels,
over fifty short stories, twenty-five works of non-fiction,
including biographies and historic guides to European
cities, and more than three hundred periodical
articles. As the self-styled ‘general utility woman’ for
Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine, often contributing
both fiction and literary reviews to the same issue,

she became a major critical voice for her generation.
Her influence, usually cast on the side of ‘the common
reader’, was such that it provoked fellow novelists such
as Anthony Trollope, Henry James and Thomas Hardy
to savage fictional portraits by way of retaliation.

The scholarly interest that her work now receives is
hampered by difficulty in accessing the full range of her
oeuvre: whilst her most famous fictional series, ‘The
Chronicles of Carlingford’, together with a handful of
her tales of the supernatural, have gone in and out of
print in recent years, the bulk of her fiction and critical
writing remains uncollected.

r/-Edit(:-ri.al Board

General Editors:

Joanne Shattock is at the University of
Leicester
Elisabeth Jay is at Oxford Brookes University

Volume Editors:

Trev Lynn Broughton is at the University of

York

Tess Cosslett is at Lancaster University

David Jasper is at the University of Glasgow

Francis O’Gorman is at the University of

Leeds

Linda Peterson is at Yale University

Valerie Sanders is at the University of Hull

Joanne Shattock (as above)

Marion Shaw is at Loughborough University

Joanne Wilkes is at the University of
.\Auck]and

Part I: Literary Criticism and
Literary History

Volume 1: Literary Criticism, 1854—-69

‘Mary Russell Mitford’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1854);
‘Mr Thackeray and his Novels’, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1855); ‘Bulwer’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1855);
‘Charles Dickens’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1855);
‘Modern Novelists Great and Small’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1855); ‘Modern Light Literature — Poetry’,
Blackwood’s Magazine (1856); ‘Sydney Smith’,
Blackwood’s Magazine (1856); ‘The Laws Concerning
Women', Blackwood’s Magazine (1856); ‘The
Condition of Women', Blackwood’s Magazine (1858);
“The Byways of Literature’, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1858); ‘Poetry’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1860); ‘Social
Science’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1860); ‘A Merry
Christmas’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1861); ‘John
Wilson', Blackwood’s Magazine (1862); ‘Sensation
Novels’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1862); ‘David Wingate’,
Blackwood’s Magazine (1862); ‘Novels', Blackwood’s
Magazine (1863); ‘Tara’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1863);
“The Great Unrepresented’, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1866); ‘Novels’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1867); The
Latest Lawgiver’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1868);
‘Charles Reade’s Novels’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1869);
‘Rev of “The Subjection of Women etc’, Edinburgh
Review (1869)

Volume 2: Literary Criticism, 1870-76
‘Miss Austen and Miss Mitford’, Blackwood’s

Magazine (1870); ‘The Epic of Arthur’, Edinburgh
Review (1870); ‘New Books' 1, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1870); ‘New Books’ 2, Blackwood’s Magazine (1870);
‘New Books’ 3, Blackwood’s Magazine (1870); New
Books’ 4, Blackwood’s Magazine (1871); ‘New Books’

5, Blackwood’s Magazine (1871); ‘Charles Dickens’,
Blackwood’s Magazine (1871); ‘A Century of Great Poets,
from 1750 Downwards I: William Cowper’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1871); ‘A Century of Great Poets ... II: Walter
Scott’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1871); ‘A Century of
Great Poets ... IT1: William Wordsworth’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1871); ‘American Books’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1871); ‘A Century of Great Poets ... I'V: Samuel
Taylor Coleridge’, Blackwood's Magazine (1871); ‘Mr
Browning’s Balaustion’, Edinburgh Review (1872); ‘A
Century of Great Poets ... V: Robert Burns’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1872); ‘A Century of Great Poets .. VI: Percy
Bysshe Shelley’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1872); ‘A
Century of Great Poets ... VII: Lord Byron’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1872); ‘New Books’ 11, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1872); ‘Lord Lytton’, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1873); ‘Kenelm Chillingly’, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1873); New Books’ 13, Blackwood’s Magazine (1873);
‘New Books’ 14, Blackwood’s Magazine (1873); “The
Rights of Women’, The Spectator (1874); ‘“Two Cities —
Two Books’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1874); ‘New Books’
17, Blackwood’s Magazine (1874); ‘Mr Thackeray’s
Sketches’, Bluckwood’s Magazine (1876)



Volume 3: Literary Criticism, 1877—86
‘New Books’ 20, Blackwood’s Magazine (1877);
‘Harriet Martineaw’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1877);
“The Opium Eater’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1877);
‘New Books’ 21, Blackwood’s Magazine (1878); ‘New
Books’ 22, Blackwood's Magazine (1878); ‘Two Ladies’,
Blackwood’s Magazine (1879); ‘Hamlet’, Blackwood’s
Magazine (1879); ‘New Books’ 23, Blackwood's
Magazine (1879); ‘The Grievances of Women', Fraser’s
Magazine (1880); ‘New Novels', Blackwood'’s Magazine
(1880); ‘Thomas Carlyle’, Macmillan’s Magazine
(1881); ‘Recent Novels', Blackwood’s Magazine (1882);
‘Democracy’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1882); ‘American
Literature in England’, Blackwood’s Magazine

(1883); ‘Anthony Trollope’, Good Words (1883); ‘Mrs
Carlyle’, Contemporary Review (1883); ‘Three Young
Novelists’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1884); ‘Are Women
a ‘Represented Class?’, The Spectator (1884); ‘The

Life and Letters of George Eliot’, Edinburgh Review
(1885); ‘Hurrish,” The Spectator (1886); ‘New Novels,’
Blackwood’s Magazine (1886)

Volume 4: The Victorian Age of English
Literature

Mrs Oliphant and F R Oliphant, The Victorian Age of
English Literature (1892)

Part II: Literary Criticism,
Autobiography, Biography and
Historical Writing

Volume 5; Literary Criticism, 1887—97

‘Things in General', Atalanta (1893-4); ‘The Old
Saloon’ 1-27, Blackwood’s Magazine (1887-92); ‘The
Looker-on’ 1-6, Blackwood’s Magazine (1894—6); ‘The
Rev W Lucas Collins’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1887);
‘Tennyson’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1892); ‘The Letters
of Sir Walter Scott’, Blackwood’s Magazine (1894):
‘The Anti-Marriage League’, Blackwood’s Magazine
(1896); John Gibson Lockhart’ Blackiwood’s Magazine
(1896); ‘Mrs Craik’, Macmillan’s Magazine (1887);

‘A Fireside Commentary’, St James’s Gazette (1888);

‘A Commentary from an Easy Chair’, The Spectator
(1889-90)

Volume g: Autobiography

Autobiography and Letters of Mrs M O W Oliphant
(1899), together with entries from her personal diaries
for 1887, 1888 and 1896

Volume 7: Writings on Biography (1)

The Life of Edward Irving (1862) [excerpts]; “The Ethics
of Biography’, Contemporary Review (1883); ‘“The Sisters
Bronté’ from Women Novelists of Queen Vietoria’s
Reign: a Book of Appreciations (1897); ‘“The Life of the
Queen’, The Graphic (1880)

Volume 8: Writings on Biography (2)
Sheridan, from ‘English Men of Letters’ series (1883)
[excerpts]; Memoir of John Tulloch (1888) [excerpts];
Memoir of the Life of Laurenece Oliphant and of Alice
Oliphant, his Wife (1891) [excerpts]; Thomas Chalmers.
Preacher, Philosopher and Stafesinan (1893) [excerpts]

Volume 9: Historical Writing

The Makers of Venice: Doges, Conqueraors, Painters
and Men of Letters (1887); Royal Edinburgh, Her
Saints, Kings, Prophets and Poets, Part 1, ‘Margaret
of Scotland, Atheling — Queen and Saint’ (1890);
‘Introduction’ from Jerusalem, the Holy City (1891)
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(’The Works of Elizabeth Gaskell

General Editor: Joanne Shattock
Advisory Editor: Angus Easson

This is the first comprehensive critical edition of her work to be published. It brings together, for the first time, her
journalism, some of which has never been republished, her extensive shorter fiction, which was published in various
collections during her lifetime, her early personal writing, including a diary written between 1835 and 1838 when she
was a young mother, her five full-length novels and The Life of Charlotte Bronté.

‘Every research library must own this collection, and other libraries would do well to add these
well-made and well-edited volumes to their 19th-eentury British literature collections. Summing
Up: Essential.’ CHOICE

The Pickering Masters

Part I: Volumes 1—3,58&7: 2376pp: 2005
978 1 85196 777 3: 234x156mm: £450/$795

Part I1: Volumes 4,6,8—10: 2704pp: 2006
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Varieties of Women’s Sensation Fiction, 1855—1890

General Editor: Andrew Maunder

With estimated lifetime sales of sixteen million books worldwide, a large personal fortune earned by writing and a
devoted public following, Ellen Wood was one of a group of highly successful Victorian writers working at the time
of Charles Dickens, William Thackeray and George Eliot. Wood was among a number of women writers who wrote
the kind of novels that made murder, incest, bigamy and madness part of the daily diet of respectable middle class
women. Sensation novels were extremely popular, but were seen as a corrupting influence by the authorities and
were regularly lambasted for their literary style and melodramatic plots. After their initial popularity, these novels
fell into relative obscurity and were rarely considered in studies of Victorian literature.

¢ Texts republished in full, re-set and annotated

*  General Introduction and Introduction to each novel
* Bibliography of sensation novels ¢.1855-1890

6 Volume Set: 2776pp: 2004
978 1 85196 771 1: 234x156mm: £495/$875
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The Selected Works of Margaret Oliphant

General Editors: Joanne Shattock and Elisabeth Jay
The Pickering Masters

Margaret Oliphant Wilson Oliphant (1828—-97) is
one of the most important writers of the nineteenth
century. She was both prolific and wide ranging in
her career which spanned half a century. Primarily
known as a novelist Mrs Oliphant is of interest to
scholars today both for her wide popularity in her
prime and her influential position as reviewer and
journalist which saw her become an important
critical voice for her generation. Her high profile in
the literary world led to savage satirical portrayals
in works by Anthony Trollope, Thomas Hardy and
Henry James.

This is the most ambitious and substantial ‘From a drawing made in 1895, by Janet Mary Oliphant’,
scholarly edition of Margaret Oliphant’s writings frontispiece in The Autobiography and Letters of
. Mrs M O W Oliphant (1899)
ever undertaken. In six parts and twenty-five
volumes all her important fiction plus substantial
selections of her criticism and journalism are i .
Praise for Parts I & 11

collected and edited by a prestigious editorial team.

‘if the initial volumes are representative of the

This critical edition provides: : ’ :
remainder of the project, VPR readers will

s  Consistent and thorough editorial policy across want to encourage their libraries to purchase
all texts these first two parts and to place standing
orders for the remainder.” Victorian

» Textual variants for all lifetime editions
(in many cases these are substantial and
significant) ‘Gathering history, biography, and literary

criticism along with fiction, the editors of
this collection show how one extraordinarily

Periodicals Review

»  General introductions and introductory essays

to each part prolific writer represented — in all its
«  Explanatory endnotes diversity — the spirit of her age.” New Ifooks
Online 19

‘The editors (a different editor for each
volume) of these two parts provide useful
introductions that contextualize the literary
output of Oliphant and highlight her career
as a biographer, critic, and reviewer. Highly
Recommended. CHOICE

- /
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Part III: Novellas and Shorter Fiction, Essays on
Life-Writing and History, Essays on European

Literature and Culture

Volume Editors: Josie Billington, Muireann O’Cinneide, Valerie R Sanders, Joanne Shattock,

Joanne Wilkes and Merryn Williams

The Pickering Masters
5 volume set: 2238pp: June 2013
978 1 85196 609 7: 234x156mm: £450,/$795

Part III focuses on Oliphant’s shorter fiction,
including two serialized novellas. When The
Curate in Charge was first published it was greeted
as another successful story from Mrs Oliphant’s
pen. Lady Car: The Sequel of a Life over twenty
years later enjoyed a similar reception.

‘Mrs. Oliphant is always at her best in short stories’,
declared the Manchester Guardian in an 1889
review. The short stories presented here have been
selected for their artistic merit, as well as to show
the full range of Oliphant’s writing. Her strength,
humour and shrewdness are apparent in her
stories, which often defy strict categorization, but
which can be said to root modernist ambiguity in
domestic realism. Her ‘supernatural’ tales follow

a different path, one taken in reaction to the
growth of scientific materialism and the challenge
it presented to Victorian Christianity. They deal
with the mystery of life after death and are heavily
influenced by her early widowhood as well as the
death of her daughter Maggie. The later stories
were written in a time of personal crisis, when both
her sons died in their early thirties. Though her
beliefs became increasingly unorthodox, she never
lost her faith in God. These stories are a reflection
of a time when a religious belief was expected, but
when the trials of life could test it to its core.

Finally, Oliphant’s writing on biography, history
and European literature are represented across
several journals of the time, most notably
Blackwood’s Magazine for which she wrote for
forty-five years.

Contents
Yolume 10: Novellas

The Curate in Charge, from Macmillan’s Magazine
(1875—76) and Lady Car, The Sequel of a Life, from
Longman’s Magazine (1889)

Yolume 11: Short (Domestic) Fiction

‘The Two Mrs Scudamores’, Blackwood's
Magazine (1871—1872); ‘The Scientific Gentleman’,
Cornhill Magazine (1872); ‘Queen Eleanor and
Fair Rosamond’, Cornhill Magazine (1886); ‘Mr
Sandford’, Cornhill Magazine (1888); ‘A Widow's
Tale’, Cornhill Magazine (1893); ‘A Story of a
Wedding-Tour’, St .James's Gazette (1894); ‘The
Heirs of Kellie. An Episode of Family History’,
Blackwood’s Magazine (1896); ‘A Preface: On the
Ebb Tide’, The Ways of Life (1897)

Volume 12: Supernatural Tales

‘The Secret Chamber’, Blackwood'’s Magazine
(1876); A Beleaguered City (1880); From
Blackwood’s Magazine: ‘The Open Door’ (1882),
‘Old Lady Mary’ (1884), “The Land of Darkness’
(1887), “The Fancies of a Believer’ (1895), ‘The
Library Window’ (1896), “The Verdict of Old Age’
(1896)

Volume 13: Essays on Life-Writing and
History

Essays from Blackwood’s Magazine (1854—97)

Volume 14: Essays on European Literature
and Culture

Essays from Blackwood’s Magazine (1863—88);
Essay from Cornhill Magazine (1876); Essay
from Edinburgh Review (1878); Essay from
Contemporary Review (1885)
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Part I'V: The Chronicles of Carlingford

Volume Editors: Joseph Bristow, Elisabeth Jay, Muireann O’Cinneide, Lyn Pykett and Joanne

Shattock

The Pickering Masters
5 volume set: c.2o00pp: May 2014
978 1 85196 614 1: 234x156mm: £450/$795

Parts I to IIT have brought back much of Oliphant’s
work as critic, biographer and historian into the
contemporary arena and begun the process of
selecting the fiction which best represents her
multi-faceted achievement as a novelist. The
presentation of her finest short stories and novellas
in Part ITI provides an apt introduction to Part IV,
devoted to the Chronicles of Carlingford, as this
provincial saga’s origins also lie in the short story.

When Oliphant’s obituarists approached the
formidable task of summing up her long career,
even the most diligent among them baulked at a
systematic appraisal of her prodigious fictional
output. However they all cited the Chronicles of
Carlingford as amongst her best work.

Part IV offers the first critical edition of the four
full length novels and three stories that comprise
the Chronicles of Carlingford. Each of the five
volumes contains a full scholarly apparatus,
including the important variations between the
serial versions and the first publication in volume
format. Oliphant herself certainly saw the instant
success of the series as one of the critical turning-
points in her long career, and as the series reached
its conclusion in Phoebe, Junior (1876) offered
comparisons which encouraged her readers to
judge her contribution to the genre alongside
Trollope’s equally popular and long-lasting
Chronicles of Barsetshire.

Contents
Volume 15

Preliminary Tales: “The Executor’, ‘The Rector’ and
‘The Doctor’s Family’

Volume 16

Salem Chapel
Volume 17

The Perpetual Curate
Volume 18

Miss Marjoribanks
Volume 19

Phoebe, Junior

4 N\
Editors for Parts I1I & IV

General Editors

Joanne Shattock, University of Leicester
Elisabeth Jay, Oxford Brookes University

Volume Editors

Josie Billington, University of Liverpool
Joseph Bristow, UCLA

Muireann O’Cinneide, National
University of Ireland, Galway

Lyn Pykett, Aberystwyth University
Merryn Williams, independent scholar
Valerie Sanders, University of Hull
Joanne Wilkes, University of Auckland
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‘in the twenty-first century Elizabeth Gaskell’s writing can receive the kind of attention that it deserves’ Times Literary
Supplement

‘enormously valuable” Bronté Studies
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The Major Novels of Margaret Oliphant

General Editors: Joanne Shattock and Elisabeth Jay
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Part V: 3 Volume Set: c.1200pp: May 2015
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Part VI: 3 Volume Set: c.1200pp: June 2016
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The six novels contained in these volumes
represent some of Margaret Oliphant’s most
significant work. Darker and more politically
motivated than the more comic Chronicles of
Carlingford, they show Oliphant at the height
of her writing powers.

Money, financial crises and social and sexual

inequality all feature strongly in these Mrs M O W Oliphant
works which find Oliphant sharply critical From a photograph by H S Mendelssohn, London
of materialistic, late-Victorian culture. They © Mary Evans Picture Library

mirror her own experiences as a female
professional writer having to support her
family single-handedly. They also form some
of her most popular and enduring works
which gained a wide readership through

serialization. é . N
Volume Editors for Parts V & VI

The significance of Oliphant as a writer can
only be fully appreciated by close study of
these novels, which bring to completion this
major twenty-five-volume scholarly edition.

Josie Billington, University of Liverpool
Elisabeth Jay, Oxford Brookes University
Gail Marshall, University of Leicester
Valerie Sanders, University of Hull
Joanne Wilkes, University of Auckland
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Contents
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PartV

Volume 20: Hester (1883)

This is a satirical study of a Victorian
banking-house. Tensions and frustrations
affecting both men and women in Victorian
sociely are explored against a story of
changing fortunes. Through the troubled
relationship between Hester and the

bank’s saviour, Catherine Vernon, Oliphant
represents a damaging culture of dependency,
culminating in a truly shocking climax.

Volume 21: The Wizard’s Son (1884)

This tale of an idle young Englishman, forced
to face his demons in the alien setting of

the Scottish Highlands, offers an updated
version of the age-old literature of spiritual
crisis. The novel’s reflections on the emotions
underlying the soured relationship between
a mother and her son, prompted in part by
Oliphant’s disappointment with her own
eldest son, produces some of her finest, if
most disturbing, writing.

Volume 22: Kirsteen (1890)

Kirsteen is a novel charting the heroine’s
attempts to reconcile romantic love, family
pride and personal integrity. Set in the early
nineteenth century, against the backdrop

of the expansion of British interest in India
and the Napoleonic wars, Kirsteen leaves
her home in the Scottish Highlands for an

Part VI

Volume 23: At His Gates (1872)

This novel is an early investigation of a
theme that became increasingly significant
for Oliphant — business ethics and financial
speculation. Here she focuses on financial
reverses and their particular effect on
women. She also explores the relationship
between truly great art, and art that achieves
only ephemeral recognition.

Volume 24: The Ladies Lindores (1883)

This is a dark tale of a young woman married
off by her avaricious father to a violent brute.
Her husband’s death leads her to embrace
widowhood as a blessed release from the
servitude of wifehood. The story dissects
Victorian middle-class materialist ambition,
with its ideals of marriage and domesticity.
This mature and admired work shows
Oliphant acutely critical of the values of her
age.

Volume 25: Old Mr Tredgold (1895)

Oliphant’s last novel offers a scathing
appraisal of the materialism which she saw
as the overriding sin of the Victorian era.

Set in a sharply-observed world created

by new wealth and hedonism, this work
demonstrates the author’s ability to continue
taking the measure of the very varied places
and people she had met in her five decades as
a successful writer.

independent life in London. Oliphant uses )
these events to explore the contemporary
issue of the changing roles of women.
S
~
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The Selected Works of Margaret Oliphant

The Pickering Masters

Margaret Oliphant Wilson Oliphant (1828—97) is
one of the most important writers of the nineteenth
century. She was both prolific and wide ranging in
her career which spanned half a century. Primarily
known as a novelist Oliphant is of interest to
scholars today both for her wide popularity and
her influential position as reviewer and journalist
which saw her become an important critical voice
for her generation. Her high profile in the literary
world led to savage satirical portrayals in works

by Anthony Trollope, Thomas Hardy and Henry
James.

This is the most ambitious and substantial
scholarly edition of Margaret Oliphant’s writings
ever undertaken. In six parts and twenty-five
volumes all her important fiction plus substantial
selections of her criticism and journalism are
collected and edited by a prestigious editorial team.

These critical editions provide:

e Consistent and thorough editorial policy across
all texts

e  Textual variants for all lifetime editions
(in many cases these are substantial and
significant)

e A general introduction to each set as well as
introductory essays to each text

= Explanatory endnotes, chronology of important
dates, full bibliography

General Editors

Joanne Shattock is Professor of English
Literature at the University of Leicester. Her
research interests focus on the nineteenth-
century periodical press, women’s writing,
book history and bibliography.

Elisabeth Jay is Emerita Professor of
English at Oxford Brookes University. Her
interests lie predominantly in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, and she has
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Praise for the edition )

‘Readers will want to encourage their
libraries to purchase these first two parts and
to place standing orders for the remainder.’
Victorian Periodicals Review on

Parts I and I

‘The editors provide useful introductions that
contextualize the literary output of Oliphant
and highlight her career as a biographer,
critic, and reviewer. Each selection opens
with a substantial head note identifying the
circumstances leading to Oliphant’s writing
of the piece [and] extensive endnotes explain
references to places, people, and practices
that might be unfamiliar to the reader. Highly
Recommended.” CHOICE on Parts I and II

‘Gathering history, biography, and literary
criticism along with fiction, the editors of

this collection show how one extraordinarily
prolific writer represented — in all its diversity
— the spirit of her age.” Review 19 on Part 11

‘We should be grateful to the editors of this
collection for bringing together so much of
this extraordinarily prolific woman’s work,
and for doing so in a form that reveals her
as both intensely Victorian and surprisingly
modern.’ Review 19 on Part I1I

‘while Oliphant sometimes links romance

to realism in her staries, she most excels

in realistically depicting quotidian life in a
provincial town. In assembling some of her
finest stories and novels, the editors allow us
to read them as they were meant to be read:
as a series.” Review 19 on Part IV
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